
  

The  
2008 Spring Getaway Tour 

 
Friday through Monday 

 

April 18-21, 2008 
 

Travel by chartered non-smoking  
motor coach from Muncie and Anderson 

To 
 

The Biltmore Estate 
 

Festival of Flowers 
 

Plus other interesting stops along the way 
 

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea 
Selected points of interest in Knoxville  

Western North Carolina Farmers Market 
The North Carolina Arboretum 

Pleasant Hill Kentucky Shaker Village 
 

See page 12 for pricing 

T h e  D e l a w a r e  a n d  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  
M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e   

P l e a s e d  t o  O f f e r   



2 

Departure & Return 
 

On Friday, April 18, we will depart from the Muncie Meijer 
Store on McGalliard promptly at 8:30 a.m. and from the 
Anderson Meijer Store on Scatterfield Road promptly at 9:30 
a.m. 
 

On Monday, April 21, we will return to the Anderson Meijer 
Store as close to 6:00 p.m. as possible and to the Muncie Mei-
jer Store by 6:45 p.m. 
 

What IS Included? 
 

• Motor coach transportation chartered from Star of Amer-
ica (formerly Illini-Swallow) 

• The driver’s gratuity 
• Day 1 only -  snacks & beverages on the motor coach  
• Three nights lodging and continental breakfast exclusively 

at the Holiday Inn Express in both Knoxville and Ashe-
ville.   

• Admission to the Biltmore Estate 
• Biltmore Estate Gardens 90 Minute guided walking tour  
• Audio (MP3 player) tour of the Biltmore Mansion 
• 90 minute Legacy-of-the-Land tour at the Biltmore Estate 
• Admission to Pleasant Hill Shaker Village 
• Lunch at Pleasant Hill Shaker Village on Monday 
 

What IS NOT Included 
 

• Lunch on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
• Dinner on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
 

Parking 
 

We will have permission to park our vehicles at the Meijer 
Store parking lots for four days.  Meijer Store is not responsi-
ble for the safety of the vehicles or vehicle contents.  If you do 
not want your vehicle unattended for four days, please arrange 
for someone to drop you off and pick you up. 
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Terms & Conditions 
 
This trip is planned for 48 people at double occupancy.  
There will be 24 seats reserved for each of the sponsoring  
associations until December 1.  Master gardeners, interns, 
and students that are attending the 2008 intern class are eligi-
ble and may sponsor up to 3 accompanying guests. 
 

On December 1, 2007, all unsold seats will be made avail-
able to the general public on a first come first served basis 
until all seats are sold. 
 
A $200 deposit per person is required with each application.  
Final payments are due February 15, 2008. 
 

Cancellations & Refunds 
 
If the organizers cancel the trip due to insufficient participa-
tion, all deposits and payments will be refunded in full when 
our deposits are received from the motels and charter com-
pany. 
 
NO deposits and/or payments will be refunded if the partici-
pant cancels, regardless of the reason for canceling.  If some-
one has to cancel, we will assist with reselling their reserva-
tion if we have a waiting list.  Cancellations need to be re-
ported to the trip committee immediately. 
 

Trip Insurance 
 

We realize that many will want to reserve a place on this trip 
but may be reluctant to do so not knowing what life has in 
store for them as the date of the trip draws near.  One solu-
tion is trip insurance.  Trip insurance may be purchased by 
you directly from TravelEx and must be purchased within 3 
weeks after the trip deposit is paid.  The premiums range 
from $22 upward depending on the applicant’s age.  The 
TravelEx brochure will be sent to you with your deposit re-
ceipt.   
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Luggage & Storage 
 

Please limit yourself to two pieces of luggage for storage un-
derneath the motor coach.  There is no room for luggage in 
the passenger compartment.  The space under your seat and 
overhead will handle personal effects such as purses and 
small handbags.  You will be handling your own luggage to 
and from the motor coach.  If you will need assistance with 
your luggage, please check ‘Yes’ on the application.  Bag-
gage tagging instructions will be included with the final 
mailing. 
 

You are responsible for storing and safeguarding all of your 
possessions.  We recommend that purchases be stored under-
neath the motor coach.  These luggage compartments are ei-
ther locked or not able to be opened unless the coach air sup-
ply is on.  You may want to bring an additional carrier for 
your purchases, for example, a suitcase, crate, or shopping 
bag. 
 

It is recommended that you secure your purchases in your 
hotel room at night.  
 

Meal Stops 
 

When we stop for meals in route, we will make every effort 
to select stops that have more than one restaurant from which 
to choose and where you will have a choice of food and 
prices. 
 

Physical Demands & Miscellaneous 
 

There will be a lot of walking up and down gentle grades and 
garden steps.  There are hundreds of stairs to climb in the 
Biltmore mansion. There is an elevator inside the house that 
will take guests from the first to the second floor.  Access to 
the 3rd and 4th floors is by stairs only.  Rooftop and Behind-
Scenes tours include many stair steps in a fairly short period 
of time. 
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Physical Demands & Miscellaneous  
(Continued) 

 
The Winery is a two level structure with an elevator available.   
 

The temperature can range from the low 40s to the low 70s. Plan 
on wearing layers. 

Trip Itinerary 
 
 

Day I Friday, April 18, 2008 
 
• 8:30 a.m. - Depart Muncie Meijer 
• 9:30 a.m. - Depart Anderson Meijer 
• 12:00 p.m. - Lunch stop in Cincinnati area 
• 3:00 p.m. - Stop at the Kentucky Artisan Center, Berea, Ken-

tucky 
• 6:00 p.m. - Holiday Inn Express, Knoxville, Tennessee 
• Dinner choices near Holiday Inn Express 
 
 

Day II Saturday, April 19, 2008 
 
• 6:00 a.m. - Continental breakfast available  
• 8:00 a.m. - Depart Holiday Inn Express  
• 8:15 a.m. - Tour Knoxville points of interest 
• 10:00 a.m. - Depart and proceed to North Carolina 
• 12:00 p.m. - Arrive at Western North Carolina Farmers Mar-

ket for lunch 
• Visit North Carolina Arboretum 
• 2:30 p.m. - On to the Biltmore Estate 
• 3:00 p.m. - Arrive at the Biltmore, pick up our Estate Group 

Host, and take the 90 minute Guided Garden Tour 
• 5:00 p.m. - On our own at Biltmore to explore the conserva-

tory, walk trails, and/or do the Optional Red Wine & Choco-
late Seminar 
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Trip Itinerary 
(Continued) 

 
Day II Saturday, April 19, 2008 

(Continued) 
 

• 7:00 p.m. - Board the bus and go to the Holiday Inn Express 
• Dinner choices near Holiday Inn Express Biltmore Square 

Mall 
 

Admission to the Biltmore Estate includes a self-guided tour of 
the farm village as well as a self-guided tour of the winery end-
ing with a taste of wine or grape juice. 

 
Day III Sunday, April 20, 2008 

 
• 6:30 a.m. - Continental Breakfast 
• 8:15 a.m. - Board the bus for the Biltmore 
• 8:30 a.m. - Arrive at the Biltmore Estate 
• 9:00 a.m. - Audio-guided tour of the Biltmore Mansion 
• 11:00 a.m. - Lunch/Shop 
• 12:45 p.m. - Bus will pick us up for 90 minute Legacy of the 

Land Motor Coach Tour 
• 2:15 p.m. - On our own for optional tours, walk about, dinner 
• 7:00 p.m. - Board motor coach, bid a final farewell to Bilt-

more, and return to Knoxville Holiday Inn Express 
 

Day IV Monday, April 21, 2008 
 
• 6:00 a.m. - Continental Breakfast  
• 7:00 a.m. - Depart Holiday Inn Express 
• One 20 - 30 minute rest stop in route 
• 10:30 a.m. - Arrive at Pleasant Hill Kentucky Shaker Village 
• 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 - Lunch together 
• 2:30 p.m. - Depart Shaker Village 
• 4:30 p.m. - Stretch and RR break 
• 6:00 p.m. - Arrive at Anderson Meijer 
• 6:45 p.m. - Arrive at Muncie Meijer 
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Our Stops Along the Way  
 
 

Berea, Kentucky - The Kentucky Artisan Center - Day I 
This is known as the ‘Folk Arts and Crafts capital of Ken-
tucky’. At this center, we will be able to:  shop Kentucky 
products, experience Kentucky hospitality, explore Kentucky 
crafts, and enjoy Kentucky cuisine. We will discover craft 
items, music, literature, and arts history. Among the merchan-
dise available are whimsical garden sculptures, hand woven 
shawls, pewter and silver jewelry, books, paintings, photos, 
BBQ sauce, hand woven canes, Kentucky note cards, and hon-
eysuckle baskets. For more details, go to 
www.Kentuckyartisancenter.Ky.gov.  
 

Knoxville, Tennessee - University of Tennessee Gardens - 
Day II 
 

The University of Tennessee Gardens are an outdoor labora-
tory that evaluates the performance of every type of plant from 
trees and shrubs to annuals, perennials, ornamental grasses, 
and aquatic plants. The manner in which these plants are dis-
played allows the visitor to see many different garden designs. 
The gardens included at the site are the Entrance Garden, 
Vegetable Garden, Perennial Garden, Water Garden, Herb 
Garden, Trial Garden, Container Garden, Shade and Swale 
Garden, and Woody Ornamental Garden. 
 

Asheville, North Carolina - Western North Carolina Farmers 
Market- Day II 
 

On Saturday our first stop in North Carolina will be just be-
fore noon at the Farmers Market where the North Carolina 
Deli Bakery and Ice Cream Parlor as well as the Moose Café 
are available for lunch. Fresh-from-the-farm fruits and vegeta-
bles are the main attraction; however, the vast selection of 
handmade mountain crafts, preserves, flowers, and ornamental 
plants provide market shoppers with an array of choices. 
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Our Stops Along the Way  
(Continued) 

 

Asheville, North Carolina - North Carolina Arboretum - Day 
II 
  
This world-class arboretum was envisioned by Frederick 
Law Olmstead, America’s father of landscape architecture. 
As a major public garden in progress, the arboretum offers a 
wide range of activities for visitors of all ages. Public display 
gardens are constructed around Southern Appalachian 
themes and include the Plants of Promise Garden, Stream 
Garden, Quilt Garden, Heritage Garden, and Blue Ridge 
Court. The Savory Thyme Café and the Garden Trellis retail 
store offer visitors unique dining and gardening experiences. 
Both are located in the Visitor Education Center, with pano-
ramic views of the Bent Creek Watershed. The new Bonsai 
Exhibition Garden has display space for the finest public 
Bonsai collection in the Southeast. A distinctive feature of 
this collection is the significant presence of plants native to 
the United States, particularly the Southern Appalachian re-
gion. 

 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky - Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill - 
Day IV 
 
This National Historic Landmark will provide our group a 
multifaceted experience. Our visit will consist of a self-
guided tour and lunch in the Trustees’ Office Dining Room. 
We will take a walk through a 19th century village and ob-
serve skilled artisans working at trades, farming and musical 
performances. We may shop at two village craft stores for 
hand made items that include brooms, oval boxes, Shaker 
furniture, and many other area crafts. Shipping is provided 
for many items. We will see spectacular views and wonder-
ful wild flowers. The best part is that the cost of the tour and 
lunch at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill are included in the 
price of this trip.  
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Optional Biltmore Activities 
 
 

Optional tours will be in groups of 12-15 and times will be 
assigned when the tours are booked.  The only times avail-
able in our schedule for optional activities is between 2:30 
p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.  One exception is the Red 
Wine & Chocolate Seminar, which could be available on 
Saturday after the 90 minute guided garden tour.  Optional 
activities fill up quickly and must be booked prior to January 
1, 2008.   
 
Please indicate your optional activity choices on the enclosed 
application. 
 

 

Rooftop Tour 
$15 per person 

60 minute guided tour 
Available on Sunday 

 
A guided tour showcases unrestored areas of the house, in-
cluding the attic, and provides stunning views of the estate 
from balconies and rooftops.  The tour included an expedi-
tion to the flagpole and other points on the roof for sweeping 
panoramic views of the Front Lawn and Gardens.  Guests 
will also see the grand staircase dome and flagpole, attic 
space, fourth floor grand staircase, and the upper observatory 
balcony and parapet.  Areas previously closed to guests that 
can be seen on this tour include:  Louis XV room balcony 
overlooking the Esplanade, Tyrolean Chimney, Claude, Bal-
cony, Gainsborough, Walnut, and Hoppner rooms. 
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Optional Biltmore Activities 
(Continued) 

 

 
Behind-the-Scenes Tour 

$15 per person 
45 - 60 minutes 

Available on Sunday 
 
This guided tour takes guests to Mrs. Vanderbilt’s Bath 
and Dressing area, the Organ Gallery, Butler’s Pantry, 
and the sub-basement where the Boiler Room, Dynamo 
Room, Transformer Room, and Refrigeration Room are 
located.  The tour also takes guests to areas not opened to 
guests prior to this tour, including the Red and Old Rose 
rooms, Organ Gallery, Servants’ Courtyard Balcony, and 
the roof surrounding the Winter Garden. 
 
 
 

Behind-the-Scenes Production Winery Tour 
$10 per person 
45 - 60 minutes 

Available on Sunday 
 
 

See how humble grapes are transformed into award-
winning wine with this informative tour beginning at the 
crush dock and continuing inside to the production area.  
It’s an impressive process that requires mammoth fer-
menting tanks, rustic oak casks, and automated assembly 
line for bottling. 
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Optional Biltmore Activities 
(Continued) 

 
 

Estate Wine Tasting 
$15 per person 
45 - 60 minutes 

Available on Sunday 
 
 

Let a knowledgeable wine host reveal the tips to enjoy-
ing wine.  You’ll discover how to recognize and appre-
ciate varied nuances and undertones.  The experience 
includes samples of four Biltmore Estate wines and one 
sparkling wine.  Wine tasting is available at Biltmore 
Estate Winery or at the location of an estate reception.  
Minimum of 15 guests. 
 
 
 

Red Wine & Chocolate Seminar 
$15 per person 
 30 - 45 minutes 

Depending on interest could be available on Saturday or 
Sunday 

 
 

Hosted by Biltmore winery staff, guests will sample 
dark and milk chocolates accompanied by Biltmore Es-
tate’s award winning Cabernet Sauvignon wine to deter-
mine which is more pleasing to the palate.  Minimum of 
15 guests; maximum of 30 guests. 
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Price per Person 

 

4 people per room sharing 2 queen beds   $356 
3 people per room sharing 2 queen beds $386 
2 people per room sharing 2 queen beds $445 
1 person per room    $623 

 
 
 

2008 Spring Getaway Tour Committee 
 

  Milt Otto  683-1526 
  Cindy Hanson  354-4507 
  Jill Dinsmore  759-9821 
  Denny Dinsmore 759-9821 
  Sylvia Finney  282-0100 
  Nan Hodge  643-9766 


